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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY — CORPUS CHRISTI  
CAMPUS MASTER PLAN UPDATE 2007  

 
 

1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
 

When an island is small enough that the surrounding sea is always visible or in the mind, the 
most important characteristic of the island becomes obvious—the sense of limits. Refer to 
Illustration 1.1 LIMITATIONS OF THE ISLAND. The water that surrounds the island makes 
access difficult for those on the mainland whether by swimming, by boat, or by bridge.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Illustration No.1.1  LIMITATIONS OF THE ISLAND   
 
The traditional image of island as refuge from the incessant demands of society and culture is 
related to this restricted access. Embellish that image with the tropical island image of easy 
wherewithal for existence, and you have a large and important tourist industry. 
 
Locate a major university on such a small and limited tropical island and the need for a campus 
plan that maximizes the capital investment and land use for the institution is highly accentuated. 
Not only does that university have the typical challenges of maximizing capital investment and 
land use, but it plays the game on a zero-sum game board. 
 
The concept of limits is alien to the American experience of four hundred years of unlimited land 
and natural resources. But the fact of the matter is that the North American continent is limited 
and so is the Earth. Understanding this concept of limits and learning to operate within the 
concept are necessary for our survival. Researching and teaching these limits are literally part of 
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the mission of Texas A & M University-Corpus Christi (“TAMU-CC” or  “University”), known as the 
“Island University”). 
 
Author Gyorgy Doczi, in his book The Power of Limits; Proportional Harmonies in Nature, Art & 
Architecture (1981) put it this way: 
 

…we have lost sight of the power of limits. Yet now we are forced to confront the limits of 
the earth’s resources…. In all realms of our experience, we are finding the need to 
rediscover proper proportions. The proportions of nature…can help us in this effort, for 
these proportions are shared limitations that create harmonious relationships out of 
differences. Thus they teach us that limitations are not just restrictive, but they also are 
creative. 

 
The special mission of the Island University, to study the sea adjacent to Texas and its riparian 
edge, is greatly enhanced by its location on Ward Island (the “Island”). The equally important 
mission of demonstrating the concept of limits is also facilitated by its island location, as it could 
be nowhere else. Every constituent of the TAMU-CC community from regent to mayor, from 
president to staff member, from administrator to consultant, from professor to student is aware of 
limits when they cross the bridge onto the Island and see the sea around them. This 
consciousness of the entire University community is critical to acceptance of very bold changes to 
the University that will be necessary in the near future due to its significant projected growth. 
 
The University has grown rapidly as illustrated by its historical enrollment numbers. Projections of 
enrollment anticipate continued rapid growth: they are as follows: 
 
 DATE  EVENT     ENROLLMENT 
________________________________________________________________  
 

·  1947  Establishment of University       unknown 
·  1971  University becomes supported by     700 students 

State of Texas    
·  1973  University becomes part of Texas     969 students 

A & I University   
·  1991  University joins Texas A&M          3,800 students 

University System   
·  2004  Reported in Momentum 2015 report 8,200 students 
·  2006  Fall enrollment    8,585 students 
·  2010  Projected in Momentum 2015 report     10,338 students 
·  2015  Projected in Momentum 2015 report     12,000 students 
·  2020  Projected              16,000 students 

 
The growth in enrollment has been so great that the University presently has a large deficit of 
needed facilities. The enrollments projected into the future (2010 by the University, and 2015 and 
2020 by the authors of this report) will also require additional residential facilities to house them. 
The plan must also provide guidelines for capacity in the future beyond 2020. 
 
The time frame of these projections provides the basis for the schedule of implementation for the 
campus plan: 
 
 PHASE 0.0 / IMMEDIATE [2007-2010] 
 
 PHASE 1.0 / NEAR TERM [2011-2015] 
 
 PHASE 2.0 / NEAR FUTURE [2016-2020] 
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 PHASE 3.0 / DISTANT FUTURE [2021-Beyond] 
 
In summary, the location of TAMU-CC on an island is a unique and strong feature. Its campus 
plan must evolve from this feature and will be in itself unique and strong. The plan will also be 
dramatic in its provisions for meeting the rapidly growing enrollment by 2010, 2015, and 2020. 
 
 


